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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
            May  2021  

From the Pastor’s desk... 

THE MESSENGER 

Should Christians take the vaccine? 

Beloved members of Bygland and Fisher churches, I am aware that many of you have not 

been vaccinated and are wary of the vaccines currently available. A vaccinated person   

recently told me that I should just accept that I am not going to change anyone’s mind about this issue. I do 

not believe that you are closed minded people! I know that you are fiercely independent people who do not 

want to be told what to do by the government. Furthermore. Many of you distrust the government to have 

your best interests at heart. I understand and acknowledge this about you. I love you for who you are! 

I am going to make a case for the vaccine from a Christian perspective with the help of Curtis Chang a 

member of the faculty of the Duke Divinity School and is a Senior Fellow at Fuller Theological Seminary. 

He was a senior  pastor of an Evangelical Covenant Church in California. He also has been a campus    

minister with InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, and has done mission work in Soweto, South Africa.    

Curtis is fueled by a passion to help Christians recognize the surprising authority and relevance of Jesus for 

parts of life that are often left to the secular world. Pastor Chung has published a series of videos for     

Christians concerned about taking the vaccine. You can view them at ChristiansAndTheVaccine.com.  

In the first video, Pastor Chung states:  
One of the key themes we address is how Christians are supposed to trust something. The answer to the 
question, “Should Christians take the COVID vaccine?” really depends on the underlying question of trust. 
So, why do I trust the vaccine? I’d love to be able to tell you that I’ve read all the research papers,       
mastered all the scientific, and come to my own independent conclusion on why the vaccine is safe. But I 
haven’t. I’m a seminary professor, not an advanced biomedical scientist. I couldn’t name for you the exact 
ingredients of the vaccine. And if I tried to describe exactly why the vaccine attacks the virus but is safe for 
me, I would probably start mumbling after about 15 seconds. 
My trust in the vaccine is not based on my direct understanding of all the scientific details. I trust the    
vaccine because I trust experts who are tasked with understanding the science for me. I trust experts like 
Dr. Francis Collins who heads the National Institutes of Health (the NIH). Dr. Collins, by the way, is a  
devout evangelical Christian and one of the nation’s leading scientists. 
He has assured everyone that the vaccine is safe and effective. I rely on Dr. Collins – and not just him, but 
all the leading scientific institutions who agree with him on the safety and efficacy of the vaccine: the FDA, 
the CDC, and many other organizations that have proven themselves to be trustworthy for many decades. 
In fact, trust is critical to how we take any medicine. 
Whenever you take medicine, you also probably do not know directly its exact ingredients or the research 
behind the drug. Instead, you are trusting your doctor, and perhaps without even knowing, you are also 
trusting research universities, pharmaceutical companies, and the FDA that ultimately approved the drug. 
This is exactly the kind of trust involved in taking the COVID vaccine. 
The necessity of trust applies to the spiritual issues involved in the vaccine as well. There are issues like 
“Can you be pro life and pro vaccine?” or “What about the history of racism in these research               
institutions?” Some have even wondered, “Is the vaccine the mark of the beast?” 
On these spiritual issues, as a seminary professor, I myself am an expert and I have studied these issues in 
depth. This is why our other videos will focus specifically on these kinds of questions. But even in my own 
extensive research on the spiritual issues, I as an expert am still trusting others. 

 

 

http://ChristiansAndTheVaccine.com
https://www.nih.gov/about-nih/who-we-are/nih-director
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FISHER NEWS 

Quilting: May 10th, 11th, 

24th & 25th at 9:00 AM  

Bible Study: May 19th at 

9:00 AM       

On pro-life issues, I have relied on the thinking of the Vatican, which has studied the ethics of vaccine      
development for decades. I have benefited from the statements of bioethics experts from institutions like the 
Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians, the Christian Medical Association and many others*, all of whom 
have encouraged Christians to take the vaccine because it is ethical to do so. On issues of race, I have taken 
my cues from a coalition of historically black medical schools that published a “Love Letter to Black     
America” on the vaccine.In practically every facet of our life, we have to regularly trust experts and         
institutions to navigate life. And here is the important Biblical principle: that is a good thing! God designed 
us to trust. God designed us to trust institutions and experts. 

This was true in the way God designed the society of Israel to trust kings, prophets and judges. This was true 
in the Great Commission of the New Testament, when Jesus entrusted the gospel to his original disciples. 
The disciples were to be his designated experts, and he expected the world to take in truth by trusting their 
words. 
God designed humans to know truth through trust. Of course, trusting human institutions does not mean   
expecting them to be perfect. How we as Christians relate to flawed institutions will be another theme     
running through our videos. As we will see, the Bible is full of wisdom on relating to flawed institutions that 
we can apply to the vaccine. 
When we factor everything in, I believe there are strong reasons for trusting the scientific and Christian   
institutions encouraging us to take the vaccine. 
We invite you to explore the videos in this series. We believe you will not only learn more about the vaccine, 
but you will also discover other important and perhaps surprising Biblical truths about how God designed 
us to navigate this world. Come join us. 
*Additional institutions in support of the vaccine include United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
Pontifical Academy for Life, American Association of Pro-Life Obstetricians and Gynecologists, American 
College of Pediatricians; Catholic Medical Association, and Christian Medical & Dental Associations. 

I know that some of you don’t trust the vaccine. I want you to know that I trust the vaccine and the scientists who 
have been tasked with making sure it is safe. In John chapter 15 Jesus says, “12This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends.” 
What does love look like when it comes to getting the vaccine? I believe taking the vaccine is a way that we can show 
our love and care for each other and the community. I encourage your prayerful discernment on this issue. Please  
contact me if you would like to discuss this further.      
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Karen 

https://www.ncronline.org/news/coronavirus/pontifical-academy-life-urges-quick-action-covid-19-vaccine-production
https://aaplog.org/physician-support-for-ethical-vaccines/
https://cmda.org/article/physician-support-for-ethical-vaccines/
https://www.msm.edu/RSSFeedArticles/2020/November/blackloveletter.php
https://www.msm.edu/RSSFeedArticles/2020/November/blackloveletter.php
https://www.usccb.org/resources/memo-to-bishops-on-vaccines-for-covid-19.pdf
https://www.ncronline.org/news/coronavirus/pontifical-academy-life-urges-quick-action-covid-19-vaccine-production
https://aaplog.org/physician-support-for-ethical-vaccines/
https://cmda.org/article/physician-support-for-ethical-vaccines/
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BYGLAND NEWS 
May 24th~ Book Club  

In an excerpt taken from the Understanding the Faith Study Bible, an African 

proverb says, “You must treat the earth well.  It was not given to you by your par-

ents.  It is loaned to you by your children.”  It is a saying of the Kikuyu of Kenya, 

who have long had a keen sense of their responsibility to care for the earth.  The 

Kikuyu name for Mount Kenya, the second highest mountain in Africa, literally 

means “God’s resting place,” and the people believe God gave them the earth to 

care for on behalf of their children.  Our care for creation is grounded in hope, which the Kikuyu proverb hints at.  

This is God’s world, not ours.  In his loving providence, he has promised that there will be children, and that there 

will be an earth to hand over to them, generation by generation.  Creation care is motivated by love for our chil-

dren and our heavenly Father.  We are called to steadily improve the environment while trusting in the One who 

cares more deeply for his creation than we ever could.  Thus, it is with thanks that we celebrate those who partici-

pated in the Bygland Lutheran Church and youth group Adopt-A-Highway service project on Saturday, April 24, 

2021:  Logan Egeland, Rylan Egeland, Jeff Millar, Barry Traub, Steve Moe, Kent Wavra, Steve Short, Holly Wavra, 

and Arnold Phillips. God bless you all for taking this opportunity to treat the earth and our Bygland community well.  

It was a beautiful, sunny day to be out serving with our families, friends, and neighbors.  We thank you for your 

time and energy.  We give a special thank you to Jeff Millar for providing some door prizes for the day and to Holly 

Wavra for providing the delicious doughnuts for us to enjoy.  

All friends, neighbors, and parish members are welcome to participate in our program.  Mark your calendar 

for our next collection date:  Sunday, September 12th, 2021 starting at 10:00 a.m. in recognition of “God’s Work, 

Our Hands” Sunday.  Participants will meet at the Bygland Lutheran Church, south door.  All our asked to dress ac-

cordingly and to wear closed toed shoes.   

Bygland Lutheran Church Youth 

Group News 
“So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members of on another.  

~ Romans 12:5” 

 

The youth group here at Bygland continues to 

be active and involved in our church            

community.  The youth and their families, 

along with fellow congregational members   

participated in Adopt-A-Highway, working to 

keep God’s creation beautiful.  They ended 

their year with a planning luncheon and an    

afternoon movie entitled “Kindness Matters.”   
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Bygland Lutheran Church Sunday School News 
“My father taught me, “Take my words to heart.  Follow my commands, and you will live.”  Proverbs 4:4 

 

The end of another Sunday school year is upon us as is the feeling of anticipation for warmer   

weather and all that summer is sure to bring.  We have had an amazing year together.  The students have     

weathered the pandemic like champions ~ continuing to attend the entire year in person with mitigation 

strategies in place ~ continuing to learn and show appreciation for the lessons they are learning with       

enthusiasm ~ and continuing to  embrace and share God’s love not only with themselves, but also with 

their families, our congregation, and our community.  They were able to continue doing God’s work with 

their hands as they provided shoe boxes for  Operation Christmas Child, shoe boxes of daily care items for 

the Northland’s Rescue Mission, non-perishable food items for the East Grand Forks Food Shelf,           

sustainable gifts for the ELCA World Hunger Relief Campaign,   Christmas stockings filled with stockings 

for area children, care packages for the CVIC in Grand Forks, and homemade hand scrubs for               

congregational members in need of comfort.   

 In the winter months, our studies focused on the stories of the Old Testament and were brought to 

life each week by congregational members dressing as Bible characters and dropping in to share his or her 

incredible, true adventures:   Imagine what it was like to have Abram himself drop in and share about the 

night God showed him a sky full of stars and made a life-changing promise.  Or picture Moses delving into 

his adventures and bringing kids along to Egypt, the Red Sea, and freedom!  And if Naomi visited you, 

how powerful would her story be, drawing you into an epic journey with Ruth?  Well, that’s just how real, 

surprising, and memorable are days together were.   

 Recognition Sunday was held on Sunday, April 25, 2021.  All students were given participation 

awards along with special awards for attendance and  Bible reading.  We thanked all the Sunday school 

parents for getting their children to Sunday school, as attendance is vital to their spiritual growth.  We are 

grateful to them for making Sunday school a priority for their families.  We thanked all of the teachers and 

congregational members for         voluntarily serving in our ministry.  We are truly blessed to have such a 

committed group willing to share their time and talents with our young people helping them grow their  

relationships with God.   

 We offered our congratulations to our fifth and sixth graders who received their first communion 

(Layne Egeland and Avery Traub – 5th grade; Courtney Robertson – 6th grade).  Welcome to the table!  We 

also offered our congratulations to the 9th grade confirmand (Logan Egeland).  May the Holy Spirit       

continue to fill your heart and guide you throughout your days.   

 Save the date:  Rally Sunday will be Sunday, September 12, 2021.  We look forward to welcoming 

new and returning students.   
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Camp Minne-Wa-Kan Work Day 

When: Saturday, May 8th  

Time: 9am-3pm 

Where: 16950 Andrusia Rd SE, Cass Lake MN 56633 

Contact our office to sign up at 218-227-5107 
or pathways@pathwaysbiblecamps.org 

Camp Emmaus Work Day 

Time: 9am-3pm 

When: Saturday, May 1st  

Where: 14248 374th Street, Menahga, MN 56464 

Please contact our office to sign up at 218-227-5107 
or pathways@pathwaysbiblecamps.org 

(Coffee, Breakfast and Lunch with be provided) 

Camp Work Days!  

 

We are getting our camps ready for summer! 

Work days are scheduled at Camp Emmaus and Camp            
Minne-Wa-Kan on May 1 & 8 respectively. 

Please join us for volunteering and fellowship as we prepare   
both of our camp sites for campers. 

mailto:pathways@pathwaysbiblecamps.org
mailto:pathways@pathwaysbiblecamps.org
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We hope you can join us for the next LIFE 
Event (formerly Lay School of Theology)!  

Saturday, May 1st 

9am -12pm 

$35/person 

                                 Via Zoom 

Lutheran Identity:  “What Does This Mean?” 

In the first session, we will explore some of the central characteristics of Lutheran identity.  In 

the second session, we will explore how the Lutheran understanding of vocation helps us live 

out our faith in everyday life. 

Registration is open!  https://www.eventbrite.com/x/life-event-tickets-150114278849  

Meals on Wheels volunteers  
 

Hello, 

I’m Dalton Kalina with Lutheran Social Service. I am the Community Development Manager for our LSS 
Meals program. 

We have need for Meals on Wheels volunteer drivers in the City of Crookston, Monday through Friday. 

I am hoping you may be able to help promote our need for volunteers within the community! 

Details: 

1. We have delivery routes that usually start at 10:30AM and will take about 45 minutes to an hour long. 
Meals will be picked up at RBJ’s restaurant. 

2. We offer contact-less delivery (meaning you knock and leave the meal and then walk away to see if 
they pick up the meal). 

3. We have gloves and masks available for volunteers. 

4. There is a mileage stipend reimbursement of 25 dollars. 

People interested in volunteering can contact our Regional Manager, Carole 
at Carole.demars@lssmn.org or by phone at 218-277-0524. 

Feel free to contact Carole or I with any questions. 

Thank you, 

https://www.eventbrite.com/x/life-event-tickets-150114278849
mailto:Carole.demars@lssmn.org
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For 38 years, Mark and Linda Jacobson have worked in the health field in Tanzania, becoming our church’s 
longest-serving missionaries. In partnership with Tanzanian leaders, they’ve developed the Arusha Lutheran 
Medical Centre, started the Widow’s Might craft project and more. Their powerful story is featured in the 
new documentary Kuambatana, which means accompaniment in Kiswahili. The 30-minute video premiered 
on the ELCA Facebook page on April 24. 
You are invited to watch the video online!  The video will be shown at Fisher Lutheran on Monday, May 
10, at 12:00 noon after quilting. You will hear the Jacobsons’ story and see how our support for ELCA      
missionaries is making an impact. The video can be viewed at https://www.facebook.com/Lutherans/
videos/448766806220716 
ELCA missionaries serve at the invitation of global companions to meet specific community needs. They are 
pastors, educators, advisers, doctors, communication specialists and more. Working in a spirit of                
accompaniment, they walk together with our companions and follow their leadership. Our congregations 
support missionaries doing God’s work around the world!   

Kuambatana (Accompaniment): 
The Ministry of Mark and Linda Jacobson 

Documentary Premiere 
In Person: Monday, May 10, 12:00 noon at Fisher Lutheran Church 

Online: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America Facebook page 

May 22, 2021 
March starts at 11:00 AM 

Grand Cities Mall in front of Thrive Church – Gather at 10:00 AM 

https://www.facebook.com/Lutherans/videos/448766806220716
https://www.facebook.com/Lutherans/videos/448766806220716
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Brenna Radi 
Favorite Fisher Lutheran Memory: 

Pathways, both going to Camp          

Emmaus and when they came to    

Fisher.  

Plans after Graduation: Plans on 

attending Moorhead  

Ellie Schmitz 
Favorite Fisher Lutheran Memory: Youth group       

mission trip to Montana. I enjoyed serving the meal at 

the church we were volunteering at. I also enjoyed     

visiting with the people at the Lighthouse Christian 

group home!  

Plans after Graduation: Plans to attend North 

Dakota State College of Science in Wahpeton. I will   

major in business administration and finance, with a 

minor in marketing.   

Ella Reitmeier 
Favorite Fisher Lutheran 

Memory: Going to Flathead Lu-

theran Bible Camp  

Plans after Graduation: plans 

on  going to Aveda Arts and Sci-

ence    Institute in Minneapolis   
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ALL ABOARD FOR  

FUN AT VBS!!! 

JULY 26-29 

4:00 - 6:00 PM 

GRADES K-6 

FISHER LUTHERAN CHURCH  

     The Easter Appeal for the NWMN 
Synod is underway! The money 
raised will be split evenly between 
our  global companion the Andhra      
Evangelical Lutheran Church of In-
dia's work addressing homeless-
ness and Lutheran World Re-
lief's work toward flood recovery 
and resilience along the border be-
tween India and Nepal. Bygland and Fisher churches have each committed $175 to the appeal. We 
invite members of the congregations to give gifts designated "Easter Appeal". Our gifts will be given 
at Synod Assembly, May 22. Let's celebrate Easter by serving those in need!  
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Council Highlights 
Bygland council met March 10th, with 9 members present and 3 absent. Pastor Karen led devotions.        

Reports were received from the Secretary and Pastor. The treasurers report was tabled. 

Old Business: 

The Covid-19 Preparedness Plan was reviewed. Dr. Michael Osterholm epidemiologist from the          

University of Minnesota has warned of a more infectious variant now present in Minnesota. The 

council reviewed the information and decided to keep the Preparedness Plan as it was revised in 

February. 

Insurance coverage was reviewed. 

Congregational committee were updated. Council members will continue to update the committees. 

New Business: 

The council passes a resolution to give $175 to the Northwestern Minnesota Synod Easter Appeal for 

the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Synod and Lutheran World Relief’s work in India. Congregational 

members will be invited to give offerings to match the congregations gift. 

Easter worship will be at 7:00 am followed by the pancake breakfast. 

A thank you was received from Carol Moe for the Holiday gift bag. Ardis Maney sent a letter in            

resignation of taking care of the flower bed on the south side of the church building. 

Pastor Karen reported on the Conference Assembly held in February. Dues will not be assessed in 2021 

but will resume in 2022. Pastor Sonja Brucklacher was elected to be nominated as a voting member 

of the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly in Columbus, Ohio. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s prayer. 

 

Fisher Council met March 17, with eight members present and one absent. There are three open           

positions on the council. Reports were received from the secretary, treasurer, financial secretary, and    

pastor. Following the Pastor’s report, a resolution was passed to give $175 to the Northwestern Minnesota 

Easter Appeal for the Andhra Evangelical Lutheran Synod and Lutheran World Relief’s work in India.  

Correspondence included,  a new Global Mission packet; a request from the Polk County DAC to resume 

meeting quarterly in person at Fisher Lutheran, council approved the request; a pastoral guidance letter 

from Bishop Tesch was received. 

In Committee Reports the parsonage committee reported contact between Travis Schwarz, Eric Egeland, 

and the renters; the Education committee has decided to host VBS July 26-29 from 4:00-6:00 pm; and 

Travis and Kristen Schwarz attended the Conference Assembly, they reported on the unused funds left 

from the closure of the Cooperative Campus Ministry at UMC. 

Old Business included discussion of insurance for roof and vacant council positions. 

New Business included Covid guidance from Bishop Tesch; a resolution was passed to purchase 6 folding 

tables with benches for outdoor use for VBS, a resolution was passed to give $200 for the Military Bible 

Sticks; a resolution was passed to reinvest part of a Mission Investment Fund account as it matures and to 

redeem part for the roof fund; a resolution was passed to resume coffee fellowship following Covid      

Guidelines. 

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 


