Newsletter for the Fisher/Bygland Lutheran Parish ~ June 2026

THE MESSENGERZ

Greetings from your Interim Pastor!

My name is Pastor Nicholas Rohde. My wife and |, with our two
boys, live in Moorhead, MN. Since 2016, | have served in
congregations all across the Eastern North Dakota. As | grew up
in Rochester, MN, | am excited to live and serve in the Northwest
Minnesota Synod among all of you. | look forward to meeting all
of you in the coming months as we learn to do ministry together
and live out our love from Jesus for the world around us. Please
introduce yourselves to me as we get to know each other.

Blessings,
Pr Nicholas

: JUNE 23,2026 | 2:00-3:30 PM
[ . _Calvary Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 1405 S. 8th St., Grand Forks, ND 58201
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.=.Join the Valiey Senior Living Foundation for an afternoon of musical entertainment featuring
* perfofmances by residents from Valley Senior Living care communities. Guided by Valiey

Senior Living’s-music therapists, residents will share their talents through a vanety of
ipdividual and group performances, celebrating creativity, connection, and the joy of music.

Mockiails and appetizers will be served.
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From the Pastor’s desk...

Fisher Bygland Parish

We are affiliated with the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and a
member of the Northwestern Minnesota
Synod. We are a two-point parish, serving
the members of Fisher and Bygland

Bygland Lutheran Church

40976 235 St. SW

Fisher, MN 56723

218893-4243

Mission

“We are God'’s work in progress, with hearts
lifted to God in trust and praise and with
hands extended to serve in Jesus’ name.”

Fisher Lutheran Church

209 29 st. S,

Fisher, MN 56723

218-891-4632

Mission

As children of God, we invite all people to
journey with us as we worship, grow in faith
and serve in Jesus’ name.

Location

Email
office@fisherbygland.org

pastor@fisherbygland.org

Worship Services
9:00 AM
Alternating between Fisher and Bygland
each week through summer.
Please view the calendar for worship times &
locations!

Services streamed online via Facebook



mailto:office@fisherbygland.org
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OUR MISSION
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
OUR PURPOSE
“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we

commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote
healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.”

FISHER LUTHERAN WELCA
SUMMER 2026
BIBLE STUDY
“l am Worthy”
A. A three-part Bible study by the Rev. Sara Olson Smith

Session One
“l am created in God’s image. No matter what anyone else says.” w Ol'th\""
June 17, 2026 @ 9:00 AM " »

This summer, Women of the ELCA participants will gather in Des Moines, lowa, under the theme “I am worthy.” When Nobel Peace
Prize winner Leymah Gbowee spoke in 2017, she invited WELCA participants to reclaim space for women and girls to lead and love
in bold ways. This three-part Bible study will help us to define who we are, what we can be, and what we do in the world, in light of
our God-given giftedness, identities and relationships.

We'll begin with the story of God’s creation and the “very goodness” that is spoken over every human being. The study will then
turn to various scripture texts that have been used to undermine, silence and degrade women for centuries. Unpacking the ways
these verses have been read against women shines a light on the realities of sexism and the ways that, for too long, the Bible has
been used to prop up the oppression of women. But we will also hear how those same scriptures can be read as invitations to new
freedom, community and vocation for people, regardless of gender, for all people were made in God’s image.
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Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization

FISHER LUTHERAN QUILTING
Volunteer to Quilt for Kids and Families in Need
Often, when natural disasters strike or war drives
families from their homes, our hearts ache with
compassion but we don’t know how to help. If
you’ve wondered how to volunteer to quilt for
charity, look no further. Making Lutheran World

38th Annual Convention
September 18 & 19, 2026

Trinity Lutheran Church, Crookston, Minnesota

e [ Keywote Speaker

Theme: Buttow Up Your

. o e . Faith
Relief Mission Quilts is a tangible way to express

. . . Hebrews 11:1 Now faith
love to our neighbors in need. Quilts can be used I& confidgncelmiot e i
as warm bedding, simple tents or floor coverings. hope for and assurance

Each one reflects God's loving presence in a Gaye Lindfors
. . . ristian
world rife with suffering. 'm:::m.
Native of Climax, MN

‘Brearout Sesslons

Join us June 8" & 9" and 22" & 23"
9:00 AM -12:00 PM

Dana Johnson § Silas
Victim/Witness Coordinator- Facility bog Handler

Check pwmmnsynod.org
for more information
and updates.

Camp Knukson

Fisher Lutheran also provides quilts to various carstiasics :“*:::*I;P:‘:
. . . care § Share Homeless Shelker at NG 2
local organizations in need. il partipats by bringin & bttow o wsaeh

our quiited wall hanging.




FEED MY
STARVING

CHILDREN
MOBILEPACK"™

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN MISSION

As a Christian nonprofit organization, Feed My Starving Children is called to
feed God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit.
You will hear us say this again: “We want to reach everyone, until ALL are fed.”
We truly mean this. This means reaching the hard-to-reach people and places, the “least of these.”
They will be found, and they will be fed.
With God’s help we will work together with organizations and ministries across the globe to end hunger.

Fisher Lutheran Church would like to thank those that supported this endeavor through their Noisy Offering
donations. The funds contributed by Fisher Lutheran will provide 1,034 meals — enough to provide meals for

3 children to eat for a year!

Members from Fisher Lutheran also took part in the 2026 Greater Grand Forks FMSC Mobile Packing Session
on Saturday, April 25t™. Thank you for your generous donation of your time to support this worthy endeavor.

2026 Greater Grand Forks
FMSC Mobile Packing Session FLC Volunteers

Reed & Sheryl Tinkham
Harlan & Vicky Korynta
Brian & Lori Morken
Ryan & Megan Korynta & Family




Thrivent Choice empowers clients with membership to support the organizations and
causes they care about. By directing Choice Dollars®, members have a voice in where

Thrivent distributes millions in grant funding each year—S$1 of grant funding for each
Choice Dollar directed.

Making a measurable difference

Since 2010, Thrivent Choice has fueled more than $660 million in grant funding—empowering churches, schools
and nonprofits to bring positive change to their communities. And we’re proud to be one of them.

Please consider directing Choice Dollars to us. We will use the grant funding to:
Support the ministry of the Fisher or Bygland Lutheran Church.

In the past, Choice Dollars® were added gradually throughout the year. Starting now, we've made your full annual Choice Dollars
value available upfront. You can direct your entire amount any time between now and December 31.

For more information

e Visit thrivent.com/thriventchoice.
e Call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted.
e  Contact your Thrivent financial advisor.

About Thrivent

Thrivent is a member-owned financial services organization, offering advice, investments, insurance, banking and
generosity programs to help clients make an impact on the people, causes and communities they love.

Thrivent Choice reflects the heart of Thrivent, and is one of many membership programs available to help clients
make a meaningful impact. To learn more, visit thrivent.com today.

Thrivent Choice is a fraternal activity that gives clients with membership a voice in Thrivent’s charitable giving. While members
recommend organizations to receive funding, Thrivent maintains final authority over all charitable distributions. By participating, you
agree to the program’s Terms and Conditions available at Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.

thrivent.com ¢ 800-847-4836 © 2026 Thrivent 26000F R3-26
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