
  
 

 

“See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are! ... Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known.” — 1 John 3:1–2 
 

Friends, 
I have had the privilege of leading worship with you all at Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish for some time 
now, but this is my first oƯicial pastoral letter to you. As a result, I have been wracking my brain for 
something clever, profound, and disarmingly wise to share. Something that might set an inspiring vision 
for us to reach toward as a church in this next season together! 

But then I landed on this passage from 1 John, and, as usual, I found myself humbled by God's Word. 

In this passage, the writer is speaking to a church facing new teachers who are supposedly bringing them 
“new knowledge”—knowledge they have been missing, knowledge that will finally save them and solve 
their problems. But the writer is telling them not to buy into it. Why? Because there is nothing 
fundamentally missing from who they are. They are already children of God. God simply isn't finished 
writing their story yet. 

I'm humbled by this, not because I don't believe God is taking us somewhere good and beautiful as a 
community, but because I know that God won't be found at the heights of some new thing I can give you 
or some new thing you need to discover. You already have what matters most. You have the Gospel that 
has been at work in these communities since 1880, when you were known as the Red Lake River Lutheran 
Congregation and the Bygland Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Congregation. 

The truth is, it's not the job of a church to aspire to become something more before it can embrace who it 
already is. After all, love is never found in our aspirations alone. It can only be embraced in the present. 
Love doesn't wait for change; it embraces us as we are and, in doing so, allows us to change.  

That is the God whom 1 John tells us  “is love,” and that is how we will come to know and see God among 
us in this next season: by continuing to love one another, continuing to honor one another as God's 
children, and continuing to be excited about what comes next as we grow together in that grace. 

What will that be? 

Well, as the writer of 1 John reminds us, “what we 
will be has not yet been made known.” 

So, I hope to see you each week. I don't want to 
miss out on whatever God has planned for us, and 
it's a whole lot easier to love our way into it when 
you're there, too. 

Grace & Peace,  
Pastor Michael Ozaki 
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Fisher Lutheran Christmas Poinseƫas 
If you are interested in providing a poinseƫa a to be  

displayed at church during Christmas, please fill out this form and  

give it to Sheryl or place it in the “altar” mailbox in the narthex along with a check or cash. 

*Please make checks out to Fisher Lutheran with “plant” on the memo line or call/text 
Sheryl at 701-740-8481 with your order. 

 

Orders need to be in by Sun. December 6th 
 

Cost:  61/2 “ Single Plant (5-7 blooms) $12.00 

Red, White, or Pink 

(SubsƟtuƟon with red if colors sell out) 

 

71/2” Double (10-15 blooms) $20.00 each 

*Available in Red or White only 

 

10” Triple (15 plus blooms) $35.00 each 

*Available in Red or White only 

 

Color________________Size____________ 

 

YOUR NAME________________________________ 

 

IN MEMORY OR HONOR OF:  (OPTIONAL) 

 

________________________________________ 

 



 

Fisher Bygland Parish 

We are aƯiliated with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and 
a member of the Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod. We are a two-point 
parish, serving the members of Fisher 
and Bygland  

Bygland Lutheran Church  
40976 235th St. SW 
Fisher, MN  56723 
218893-4243 
Mission  
“We are God’s work in progress, with 
hearts lifted to God in trust and praise 
and with hands extended to serve in 
Jesus’ name.” 
 
Fisher Lutheran Church 
209 2nd St. S. 
Fisher, MN  56723 
218-891-4632 
Mission  
As children of God, we invite all people 
to journey with us as we worship, grow in 
faith and serve in Jesus’ name. 
 
Email 
oƯice@fisherbygland.org 
pastor@fisherbygland.org 
 
Worship Services 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM  
Fisher and Bygland have alternating 
times each week. 
Please view the calendar for worship 
times & locations! 

Fisher services streamed online via 
Facebook 



 


