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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
              August, 2019  

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
Summer Stewardship and Elections 

How is your summer going? Have you been able to rest and enjoy some time with 

family? Many of you spend time at a lake shore in the summer. I know that summer 

means extra work for some of you and different work for others of you. Kids are out 

of school and active in various interests. Whatever this summer has in store for you, 

I want you to know that you are a steward of precious time, talents, and resources this summer.  

Time is different in the summer because the daylight hours are so long. At the beginning of each 

summer I feel like the days and months are stretched out ahead of me. By this time in the summer I 

feel the crunch of time having slipped by and my to do list for the summer is still long.  The days 

have already become shorter. Each day of the summer, we are called to recognize God in the        

creation that surrounds us, whether we are at work or play. We are given the gift of time to share 

with family and friends, as well as time to share our faith with those closest to us. I invite you to sit 

around the campfire with those you love and share your faith in the Lord. Talk about how you see 

God in creation. I encourage you to take time this summer to be stewards of creation. 

Talents abound in the summer. How are you using your talents to serve the Lord this summer? Have 

you shared your favorite pass time with a young person in your life? Summer is a great time to 

teach a kid how to knit, sew, golf, waterski, ride a horse, or grow tomatoes.  Do you have talents 

that you have been keeping to yourself that you are willing to share with your neighbors or your 

church? Summer is a great time to share your talents.  

Summer is a time to share our resources. Summer brings shortages at local food shelves and thrift 

stores. It is a time when almost all charitable organizations can use an extra set of hands to help. 

What can you give to help others and be a witness to all the gifts that God has give to you? 

Our scripture passages for worship this August are from Luke chapter 12. The chapter is full of rich 

teachings about Jesus and the kingdom of God. It has a warning against hypocrisy; an exhortation to 

not be afraid to acknowledge Jesus as Lord; a parable about a man who stored great treasure on 

earth but not in heaven; a teaching about striving for the kingdom of God instead of earthly needs, 

a parable about a thief coming at an unexpected hour, a teachings about Jesus being the cause of 

division in families, interpreting the end time, and settling with your opponent. Summer is a great 

time to worship and grow in your faith. 

Don’t forget to watch for news about the ELCA Church-

wide Assembly in August. We will reelect Bishop Eaton or 

elect a new bishop as well as a new secretary of the ELCA.  

Blessings to the Bygland Youth Group as they embark on a 

mission trip with Luther Crest Bible Camp.  

~Pastor Karen  
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GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY 

September 8th, 2018 9:00 AM 

Fisher Lutheran Church  

Please bring items for School and Personal Care Kits 

Stay after church for a bite to eat 

Help assemble Kits for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and weather  

permitting, fall clean up around the church property . 

 

Following is a list of items; please consider donating any amount of 

any of these items. 

Purchasing all items for a complete kit is not necessary. 

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or  

      college ruled paper, approximately 8”x10           

      1/2”; no loose leaf paper. 

One 30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with               

centimeters on one side and inched on the other. 

One pencil sharpener (not battery  

      Operated.) 

One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with    

embedded steal blades work well.) 

Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink.) 

One box 16 or 24 crayons 

One 2 1/2” eraser 

One light-weight bath-sized towel 

(between 20”x 40” and 27” x 52”), dark 

color recommended. 

Two or three bath-sized bars of soap   

equaling 8 to 9 oz., and brand , in      

original wrapping. 

One adult-size toothbrush in its original 

packaging (toothbrush  multi-packs may 

be used by sealing an individual       

toothbrush in a business-size envelope: 

not plastic bags or wrap.) 

One metal nail clippers (attached file       

optional), remove packaging. 

One sturdy comb, remove packaging (no 

fine-toothed combs or picks, See photo.) 
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BYGLAND NEWS 

FISHER NEWS 

Aug. 21st: 9:00 AM 

WELCA Bible Study 

“Poetry of the Old    

Testament”                 

Anna Maden  

Bygland Community Picnic 
August 7th at 5:30 PM 

 

 The Church will be providing        

chicken  

 Families are asked to bring a dish to 

share 

       Everyone is welcome!! 

QUILTING:  
9:00 AM Aug. 7 & 14 
 
BOOK CLUB NEWS 
Book club members will 
meet in the screen 
house on Aug. 26 (7:00) 
to discuss                                             
THE HANDMAID'S TALE 
(Margaret Atwood). 

 
New members are      
always welcome!  

Wednesdays  July 24th - Aug. 28th from 5:30 - 7:30 pm 
  
Find regionally-grown produce, prepared goods and handcraft-
ed items from a variety of vendors.   
  
New Vendors Always Welcome 
Contact barrettl@fisher.k12.mn.us 

Weekly Featured Events/Guests 
 
July 31        Adopt-A-Pet 
                    Free registration for all Fisher home owner pets 
                    Kool Kreations Shaved Ice 
August 7     Pie Social 
August 14   Face Painting & Balloon Animals 
August 21   Tarot Card Reader 

 
Event Sponsored by Fisher Chamber of Commerce 

mailto:barrettl@fisher.k12.mn.us
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PARISH NEWS 
POLK COUNTY SERIFF’S OFFICE  

The Polk County Sheriff’s Office is developing a child safety prevention education program for children and adults 

in the community. However, we need your help. 

Our department will be providing child safety and drug prevention education material for the  children, preschool 

and older, as well as materials on Bullying, Identity Theft, Internet Safety an safety for our senior citizens. These 

materials have been designed exclusively by the National Child Safety Council, a 501 © (3) not-for-profit              

organization (38-6035290). 

In order to help cover the cost of the materials, our office is turning to the concerned business,   industrial, and 

professional leaders such as yourself. We are asking you to help by providing safety materials for some children at 

$3.00 per child; Twenty-five children would be $75.00, fifty would be $150.00, seventy-five $225.00 and so on. As 

on acknowledgement of those Who support this program, we will be listing them on the prestige page of all        

activity manuals under the heading:  

“PROVIDED AS A PUBLIC SERICE BY PEOPLE WHO CARE”. 

 

There are different option in ways you can make a donation: 

 Online at http://donate.nationalchildsafetycouncil.org  

 Call the council at 1-877-472-3377 

 Make your check payable to the Nation Child Safety Council and mail to: 

  Sheriff James Tadman 

  Polk County Sheriff's Office 

  P.O. Box 416 

  Crookston, MN 56716 

Sharon Josephson Elected Vice President of Northwestern 

Minnesota Synod 
 
On the third ballot, more than 400 Rostered Leaders and Lay Voting Members representing churches of the 
Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) have elected Sharon 
Josephson of Detroit Lakes, MN, as Synod Vice President.  
 

Josephson received 214 votes; John Wold of Underwood, MN received 208 votes. 212 Votes were needed to 
be elected Vice President.  
 

"I am honored to have been elected vice president of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod of the ELCA. The 
Holy Spirit is working in amazing ways as we elect a new bishop today," Josephson said. "I promise to      
support and help the leadership of the synod as we move into the adventure of God's plan for the future."  
Josephson, is a member of Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes, MN, where she has served in a number 
of roles on committees and as a 3-term congregational president. She has also served as the chair of the    
Bishop Election Committee, a member of Synod Council, and a 2-time Churchwide Assembly voting      
member. She is a retired Senior High School studies teacher and is a former congressional staff member for 
Congressman Collin Peterson.  
 

The Vice President is a lay person who chairs the Synod Council, and in the event of a bishop's death,         
resignation or disability, would consult with the Presiding ELCA Bishop to convene the                           
Northwestern MN Synod Council to arrange for the conduct of duties of the bishop until a                           
new bishop shall be elected or until the bishop can resume full performances of the duties of office.  
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Altru Health System is committed to providing a safe space 

for the community to openly speak about their loss and grief. 

On the second Wednesday of each month, a grief support 

group is put on by the bereavement program at Altru. We are     

sharing this with you to spread awareness to continue to help 

support the region and your faith community.  
 

If you have any questions you can reach Rachel Dauksavage, RN, MS at rdauksavage@altru.org  

The Bishop-Elect William T. Tesch 
The Rev. William (Bill) T. Tesch was elected bishop at the 2019 Northwestern Minnesota 
Synod Assembly and will begin his six-year term starting September 1, 2019.  
He will be installed on September 8, 2019, 4:00 p.m., at Trinity Lutheran Church, 210 
7th Street South, Moorhead, MN. 
Pastor Tesch’s personal mission statement is: “A Follower of Jesus: Creating Gospel      
Collaborations with Faithfulness, Authenticity and Love.” 
Pastor Tesch has served in South Dakota since his Ordination in 1989. Before his election 
to Bishop, he served first as Pastor of a two-point rural and small- town congregation (St. 
Paul and St Peter in Humboldt and Orland) and then as the Founding Pastor and later Sr. 
Pastor of Messiah New Hope in Sioux Falls, and finally as Director of Evangelical Mission 
and Associate to the Bishop on the South Dakota Synod staff. 

Pastor Tesch also serves in the United States Military (South Dakota Air National Guard) and is a senior leader    
holding the rank of Colonel. Pastor Tesch’s responsibilities with the military will come to a close near the end of 
2020. 
Pastor Tesch is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin Madison and Luther Seminary as well as the USAF Air War 
College, Air Command and Staff College, the Air Force Basic Chaplain’s Course and Officer’s  Training School. 
He is married to Chris Tesch who teaches Nursing at the University of South Dakota. He and Chris have two adult 
children. In his spare time Pastor Tesch enjoys exercise, hunting, fishing, book club, entertaining friends and family… 
and a host of other hobbies for which he really has no time! 

A Bee Prayer 
 

Winged spirit of sweetness, I call on you. 

Teach me the ways of transformation and fertilization, 

The path from pollen to sweetest honey.  

Teach me to taste the essence of each place I alight, 

Carrying that essence with me to continue creation’s cycle. 

Teach me the ways of hope, reminding me the ways of hope, 

Reminding me that what seems impossible may yet be achieved. 

Flitting tears of the gods, draw me ever closer to the wisdom hidden within beauty. 

Give me flight and sunlight, passion and productivity, 

Cooperation with those around me, and sharpened strength to  defend my home. 

May I ever spiral out from my heart, searching for what I need, 

And return there once again to turn those lessons into nourishment. 

Bee spirit, I call to you. 
 

http://nwmnsynod.org/election-results/
http://nwmnsynod.org/synodevents/annual-events/synod-assembly/
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly, August 5-10, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 

The ELCA meets in Churchwide Assembly every three years. Information about this years           

Assembly can be found at ELCA.org/CWA-2019. The plenary sessions will be available to watch by 

livestream on your computer. The following letter from Bishop Eaton and daily prayers during the 

Assembly are from the ELCA website: 

 

The ELCA Churchwide Assembly, the primary      
decision-making body of the church, is a  process of 
communal spiritual discernment. Finding ourselves 
in Christ, the fifteenth Churchwide Assembly will be 
a time for us to be the living body of Christ guided by 
the Spirit and conformed to God’s will. 
 
We will meet at the Wisconsin Center in Milwaukee,           
Wisconsin, August 5-10, 2019 to discuss and make 
decisions about how to go about God’s work as a 
church. This year the assembly will gather under the 
theme “We are church.”  
 
When the ELCA Churchwide Assembly convenes, 
its voting members meet with confidence in God’s 
grace around word and water, wine and bread, to 
carry on their work on behalf the entire church. Over 
the course of the assembly, voting members:  
 Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders and units; 
 Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; 
 Elect officers, board members and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws; 
 Establish ELCA churchwide policy; 
 Worship together;  
 Adopt a budget; and 
Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 
Let me also highlight one of the important responsibilities of the assembly -- the election of the         
Presiding Bishop and Secretary as well as persons to the Church Council and to churchwide boards 
and committees. Voting members will receive information regarding nomination and election       
processes in   early 2019.  Please think about gifted people willing to serve this church. 
As we prepare ourselves for the 2019 Churchwide Assembly, let’s remember that it is a process of   
communal      spiritual discernment to bring about God’s will for God’s people. Together, we will 
worship, pray, engage in Bible study, deliberate and conduct business in plenary sessions.  
When members of the assembly participate in and make decisions about the mission and  ministry 
of the ELCA: We are church. We are Lutheran. We are church together. We are church for the sake 
of the world. 
God’s blessings, 
Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Presiding Bishop 
Daily Prayer during the ELCA Churchwide Assembly 
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June Council Highlights 
Bygland June 12, 2019: 7 members present, 5       

members absent. Call to order and devotions were followed by reports 

received from the secretary, treasurer, and pastor. Old Business:           

resolution passed to approve roofing contract, membership roster,    

constitution, parsonage, building security, and mowing. New Business: 

council meeting schedule and Bygland Community Picnic date set for August 7 pending consult 

with the parish master calendar. Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Fisher June 19, 2019: 9 members present, 3 members absent. Secretary’s, treasurer’s, and        

pastor’s reports were received after call to order and devotions. Correspondence was received 

from the NW MN Synod. Committee reports came from the parsonage and property committees. 

A thank you was given to Bruce Newhouse for all his work on a successful pledge drive for the    

asphalt and paving of the parking lot. Old business included the constitution and youth group 

committee vacancy.  New business: Resolution passed to add gravel to the cemetery                 

road.  Meeting adjourned with the Lord’s prayer.  

Monday, August 5   

Holy God, hope of the poor and balm of the brokenhearted, stir up in us the gift of your Spirit that 

we may hear your good news and proclaim it in word and deed; through Jesus your anointed, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Tuesday, August 6 

O God, the giver of every good gift, you set before us the feast of gladness. Gather your fractured 

human family, welcome us in our weakness, feed us with your mercy, and clothe us with life itself: 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Wednesday, August 7 

Glorious God, through the waters of the sea you led your people from slavery to freedom. Through 

the waters of   baptism you bring us with Christ from death into life. Roll away the stone of our fear 

and doubt that we may sing your praise and dance to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and our Song. Amen. 

Thursday, August 8 

Almighty and all-merciful God, for freedom you have set us free from every power that would      

enslave us. Create in us the heart of a servant and bind us to our neighbors with the love of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Friday, August 9 

O Light Unseen, O Love unknown, O Life unending, your Word came as one among us to draw us 

to your loving heart and give us your abundant life. Pour out upon your wounded world grace upon 

grace through your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Light and our Salvation. Amen. 

Saturday, August 10 

O God, source of all life, you raised Jesus from the dead and gave us the Spirit of his resurrection. 
Unbind your church from sin and the fear of death. Set us free to praise you with 
grateful hearts and to serve the world in Jesus’ name, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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Life is sometimes wild, but God is always good! 
 

 Throughout the program, the children explored God’s goodness and  
  celebrated a ferocious faith that will power them through this wild life. 

          Special thanks to the following for their service to 
Vacation Bible School: 

 

Registration and Spotlight VBS: Kelli Korynta and Ben Ross 
Stampede Sports: Aaron Motl 
KidVid Cinema: Becky Egeland, Laura Arnold, and Kirby Newhouse 
Wild Bible Adventures: Beth McDonald and Paul Rutherford, who made a special            
appearance as the Pharaoh of Egypt! 
Imagination Station: Angel Korynta, Vicky Korynta, and Kristen Schwarz 

Hungry Herd Café: Kirby Newhouse and 
Tami Newhouse 
Kitchen Crew: Tami Newhouse, Wanda 
Rutherford, and Jenn Newhouse 
Decorating: Tami Newhouse, Wanda      
Rutherford, and Sheryl Tinkham 
Crew Leaders: Cam Conati, Aaron Egeland,   
Michael Egeland, Dylan Korynta, Danika 
Motl, Hayden  Reitmeier, Ben Ross, and    
Rachel Traub 


