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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
                      January 2022  

THE MESSENGER 

FISHER NEWS 

Fisher Annual Meeting January 30th after Worship.  

Reports due January 19th. (Zoom Link will be available)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bygland Annual Meeting February 6th after Worship 

Reports due January 26th.  

Quilting: 9:00 AM Jan. 10th & 11th 

         9:00 AM Jan. 24th & 25th 

Bible Study: 9:00 AM Jan. 19th  

You can also join the Gather Zoom Bible 

Study session each 

4th Monday of the Month 

7:00-8:00 PM 

Zoom Meeting ID 830 8115 5921 

Winter 2022:  The Kingdom of God  

By Rev. Mark Allan Powell 



 2 

FISHER LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
Starry Night, Noisy Night  

The Fisher Lutheran Church Sunday School Christmas program was performed on Dec. 12th during 

the regular church service.  This charming musical encouraged all to turn down the lights…turn 

down the noise…and turn away from anything that hinders them from receiving and cherishing the 

gift of Jesus, or discovering His true and lasting peace.  The entire congregation joined in with the 

Sunday School children on the musical selections…many of which included familiar Christmas 

tunes! 
 

JANUARY 2022 - NOISY OFFERING 

The Sunday School children will be collecting a NOISY OFFERING on January 16th during the regular 

church service in Fisher as well during Sunday School.  Bring in loose change and let it ring as it is 

gathered in our metal buckets.  Noisy offering collected January through May will be sent to  

Pathways Lutheran Outdoor Ministries. 
 

JANUARY 16, 2022 - BAPTISM RECOGNITION 

FLC Sunday School students will rejoice with those celebrating the anniversary of becoming  
children of God in the sacrament of Baptism during the month of December & January. 
December & January Baptism Anniversaries 
Katie  Getsman 
Maclin Goodwin 
Camdyn Krostue 
Braison Ibarra 
Chase Krostue 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are!       1 John 3:1  
 

JANUARY 23, 2022 – MISSION SUNDAY 

It's Mission Sunday – Jan. 23rd!   In lieu of a monetary offering at our opening session, the Sunday 
School children are encouraged to bring individual Mac & Cheese cups to help support the Back-
pack Program at Fisher School.  This program provides food to students who don’t have enough to 
eat throughout the weekend. 
 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL FEBRUARY 20, 2022 – PRESIDENT’S DAY BREAK 
 

FISHER LUTHERAN CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 

January  

6:15 – 7:15 PM 

January 5 Gr. 8 Exploring the Commandments: Part 4 

January 12 Gr. 6/7 The Feeding of the Five Thousand 

January 19 Gr. 8 Apostle’s Creed – Creed Overview 

January 26 Gr. 6/7 The Good Samaritan 
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Fisher Lutheran Direct Deposit Offerings 
 

Name__________________________________________________ 

 

Account type_______________  

 

Amount Given___________________________  

 

How often (0nce or twice a month) __________________ 

 

Day of the month: 1st _______ 15th _______ 

 

Routing Number____________________________________ 

 

Account Number____________________________________ 

 

This document will be shredded to keep your information private.  

Tithe.ly Giving  

Online giving is available for both Fisher and Bygland 

churches through Tithe.ly.  

You will find the link on our Parish website.  

Fisherbygland.org  
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BYGLAND NEWS 

 Our Sunday school year has been going great so far here at Bygland Lutheran Church.  All of 

our new and returning students are here with smiling faces and open hearts, ready to be filled with 

the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Our Rally Sunday coincided with “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday on September 12, 2021.   

The students received a special blessing of their back packs and devices during the church service 

from our visiting pastor, Pastor Joy Grainger.  They were each given a “Jesus Loves Me” back pack tag 

with the Bible verse 1 John 4:8, God is love, printed on it as a reminder that no matter what, Jesus 

loves them and is with them always.  In lieu of classroom activities, Bygland families participated in 

the Adopt-a-Highway service project ~ becoming God’s hands’, doing God’s work,  making things 

new, right here, right now.  Their hands are truly blessed to do the work of God!  

 Our September and October days have been filled with classroom curriculum (the heart of our 

Lutheran identity) which included preschoolers, kindergartners, and first graders learning about the 

Lord’s Prayer; third graders learning about their Bibles; and fourth and fifth graders learning about 

the Ten Commandments, the Sacraments, and exploring worship.  Each student was challenged to a 

one-year Bible reading plan to develop a lifelong love for reading the Bible – and what better way 

than to make it a wonderful opportunity for families to spend time reading, talking, and bonding.  

Through this challenge they, along with their families, will build good reading habits and learn to 

think more deeply about God’s Word.  Our newest preschool student, Emma Hansen, received her 

preschool Bible and our third grade and new 5th grade students, Landon Hansen, Sidney Brundin, 

Emma Traub, and Ava Hansen received their study Bibles on Sunday, September 26th, 2021.   

 As October arrived, our Sunday school service projects continued to take shape.  The 

students were read a story entitled “What God Looks Like” and how God made each of us in His    

image and called it good!  We had a diversity talk and shared ideas of how we can reach others with 

God’s love.  Each family, along with the congregation, were invited to participate in the following 

projects:   

Bygland Lutheran Church Sunday school NEWS 
You are the light of the world…….let your light shine.  Matthew 5:14-16 
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 Operation Christmas Child, where participants prepare a shoebox filled with items for a child in 

need of hope; shoeboxes for the Northlands Rescue Mission, in which participants prepare a 

shoebox filled with personal care items to support local adults living in a shelter; and giving a    

donation of non-perishable food items for the East Grand Forks Food Shelf.  Our collection of 

items was shared with the congregation during the worship service on Sunday, November 7th, 

2021 for consideration and prayer prior to them being taken to their respective collection centers.   

 For our final Sunday in October, students were given the chance to celebrate their generous 

hearts and compassionate hands with a special “Reformation Day Celebration.”  This included 

having the students dressing up as knights, princesses, or peasants – we even had one dress as 

Martin Luther; learning about the life of Martin Luther; watching on YouTube a choir sing  “A 

Mighty Fortress is our Go;” making and eating some special snacks that included a “Diet of 

Worms” and marshmallow hammers; and a viewing of several Samaritan’s Purse stories.   

In November the students learned about the concept of what it means to be a neighbor  

according to Jesus.  They were read a story entitled “Maybe I Can Love My Neighbor Too” and 

after hearing the story decided that they could indeed love their neighbors.  They then spent the 

month collecting change for the ELCA World Hunger campaign by filling ELCA Good Gifts piggy 

banks.  The students used the monies collected to purchase two goats, honeybees, and chicks for 

recipients of the program.   The recipients in turn can use these sustainable gifts for much needed 

income.  What a difference one little gift of goats, honeybees, or chicks can make!  They then 

readied themselves for Advent by hearing a variety of Christmas story fables ~ comparing the  

similarities and differences amongst them.  They also each received an Advent calendar to share 

with their families in a count-down to Christmas.   

In December, they shared the Christmas message though their program entitled “God’s Gift 

to Us.”  The program took us to a local shopping mall where two disheartened shoppers             

appearing to be taken in by the commercialism of the season heard carolers singing the joys of 

the season outside of the mall.  The shoppers were then reminded of the true meaning of     

Christmas.  The nativity scene included our mall Santa, kneeling at the manger.  The students and 

Sunday school staff did an amazing job putting together and performing such a wonderful         

Christmas message.  Jesus is the reason for the season.   

As a Sunday school we are looking forward to the New Year and anticipate all that God has 

planned for us.   

We would like to take the time to thank all of those involved within our congregation who 

lead and participate in our child and youth programming:  our Board of Education:  Jeff Millar, Eric 

& Becky Egeland, Laura Wurden and Holly Wavra; Teaching Staff: Jeff Millar, Becky Egeland, Laura 

Arnold, Rachel Traub, Danielle Brundin, Laura Wurden, and Holly Wavra; Youth Group Committee:  

Eric & Becky Egeland and Kent & Holly Wavra; Easter Breakfast Coordinators:  Troy & Patty Pecka; 

and all of our parents, all of our visiting pastors, and all congregational members, for their        

continued support.   

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Sunday school! 
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      Reformation Sunday 2021                                                                         Donations to the Northlands Rescue Mission 

        Operation Christmas Child Delivery                                                                 Donations to the EGF Food Shelf  

“God’s Gift to Us” 

BLC Confirmation Christmas Party 


