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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish July/August 

From the Pastor’s desk... 

THE MESSENGER 

“Is that place open in the summer?” 

Many years ago, it was a beautiful summer Sunday morning. My friend, Julie, suggested to her family 

that they get ready to go to worship. One of her children innocently responded, “Is that place open in 

the summer?” When Julie told me that story, we sheepishly laughed, but  

understood why her child thought that it might be.  

Our summers here are short and busy, with farming and work, vacations, family visits, and time at our 

beautiful northern Minnesota lakes. Sunday School is not being held and we have joint worship at 

9:00, alternating between Fisher and Bygland churches. There are many reasons not to attend wor-

ship. But there is just one thing to remember about all of this, you are commanded to, “Remember 

the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.” Even in the summer. 

When you make the sacrifice of your time to worship in the summer you will find a simpler worship 

service with Holy Communion. You will find sermons on interesting scripture texts that do not appear 

in worship during the school year. You will meet or reconnect with neighbors from our parish. But 

most importantly you will encounter the living God, his Word and Meal given for you.  

Are you at the lake on summer Sundays? Here are worship opportunities for you:  

Maple Lake – Trinity Point, Sunday 10:30 am   

Bagley – Faith Lutheran, Sunday 10:00 am 

Baudette – Sunday, Wabanica Lutheran 8:30, First Lutheran 9:30, Clementson Lutheran 11:00 

Bemidji – Calvary Lutheran, Wednesday 6:30, Sunday 8:15 and 9:30 

                  First Lutheran, Sunday 8:30 am, 10:00 Drive In Worship at Beltrami County Fairgrounds 

Cass Lake – Trinity Lutheran, Sunday 10:30 

Fosston – Kingo Lutheran, Sunday 9:30 

McIntosh – Our Savior, Sunday 11:15 

Park Rapids – Calvary Lutheran, Saturday 5:30, Sundays 8:00 and 10:30 

Warroad – Zion Lutheran, Wednesday 6:15, Sunday 9:00 

 

Yes, that place is open in the summer! Blessings to you as you enjoy these long summer days. See you 

at worship! 

~Pastor Karen 
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     2017 Synod Assembly Recap 
 

 

On June 9-10, 2017 the Northwestern Minnesota Synod Assembly took place at Concordia College in Moorhead, 

MN. Under the theme, “Risky Business: Always Reforming,” 425 voting members and 44 visitors and presenters 

gathered to observe the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, celebrate “risk-taking” Lutherans throughout  

history, and ponder what kinds of bold risks God might be  

calling us to take in 2017. 

The keynote speaker was the Rev. Dr. Mark D. Tranvik, Professor of Religion at Augsburg College, who gave three 

brief presentations on risk-takers like Martin Luther, Katherine von Bora, and Robert Graetz. Ms. Molly Beck 

Dean, Director of the ELCA Youth Gathering, offered the ELCA Churchwide report. In his report Synod Bishop Larry 

Wohlrabe reflected on his ten years of service to the synod, and he also announced that he will not be available 

for another term as bishop when his current term ends in 2019. 

Five resolutions were passed: 

 Two resolutions amended constitutional provisions and bylaws of the synod. 

 Another resolution memorialized the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to amend the ELCA  

 Constitution to remove the requirement that the ELCA Conference of Bishops approve every Letter of Call to 

non-stipendiary service that is issued by a synod council. 

 The fourth resolution repudiated the European Christian-derived “doctrine of discovery” that was invoked to 

justify European settlers taking over lands that were already occupied by I 

 ndigenous peoples. This resolution also committed the synod to seek closer relationships with tribal  

 communities in northwestern Minnesota. 

 The fifth resolution memorialized the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to amend the ELCA  

 Constitution to expand the criteria for allowing synods to authorize theologically-trained laity to offer Word 

and Sacrament ministry in appropriate parish settings. 

Assembly participants had the opportunity to attend eleven breakout sessions on topics like: the Campaign for 

the ELCA, cultivating a culture of call, the Declaration on the Way agreement with the Roman Catholic church, 

how to use “narrative budgets” in congregations, a preview of the 2018 ELCA National Youth Gathering, and  

affirmation and hospitality for the LGBTQ community. 

The Assembly elected two new officers: Pr. Karla Mickelson as Synod Secretary and Catherine  

Dickey as Synod Treasurer. Elections to the Synod Council, Discipline Committee, and Consultation Committee 

were also made. 

The next synod assembly will take place June 8-9, 2018 at Concordia College, Moorhead. The theme will be 

“Pursuing Reconciliation,” and the keynoter will be Dr. Lois Malcom of Luther  

Seminary, St Paul. 
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FISHER MINUTES 

Fisher Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

June 7th, 2017 
Members Present: Pastor Karen, Ken Miller, Reed Tinkham, Sheryl Tinkham, Gail Kasowski,  
Amanda Holte, Dave Radi, Darryl Quern, Kelly Bakken, Kelly Halvorson.  
Call to Order: Meeting was called to order by President Ken Miller. 
Devotions: Devotions were led by Pastor Karen.  
Secretary’s Report: The Secretary’s Report for the May meeting was reviewed. A motion was made to accept the Sec-
retary’s Report. The motion carried.  
Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report for the month of April was reviewed. A motion was made to accept the 
Treasurer’s Report. The motion carried. 
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Karen ministered one baptism and one funeral in May. Important dates in June include the 
Synod Assembly June 9-10, Vacation Bible School June 12-15 and a Joint Council Meeting June 21 at FLC.  
Committee Reports 
 Technology: HB Sound and Light came and installed the new speaker system. It works! 
 Parsonage: Per Gail, the tenants are now current on all bills.  
 Education: Kelly B. gave a brief overview of some of the plans for upcoming VBS.  
Old Business 
Pastor Karen presented information about Vanco regarding its electronic giving options and pricing. The Council opted 
to table the conversation until more information could be gathered.  
Ken will take full control of weed treatment.  
The blueprints for the church still haven’t been located but the Council will keep this item on the agenda as a reminder 
to keep looking. 
New Business 
The acquisition of an AED for the building was discussed and the Council agreed it would be a good idea. Pastor Karen 
volunteered to gather more information regarding possible funding for one.  
The broken bench outside the entry of the church was discussed.  
Next Meeting: Joint Council Meeting: June 21st, 7:30pm at FLC 
  FLC Council Meeting: July 25th, 7:30pm 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.  
Submitted by: Amanda Holte 

What volunteer opportunities are available at Valley Memorial Homes? 

Valley Memorial has over 300 volunteers throughout the year. Volunteers are very important to the residents and tenants who call Valley 
Memorial ‘home’.  They lend their hands and their hearts to assist with music, worship, Bible studies, activities, outings and the coffee 
shop.  Volunteer needs at this time include one-on-one visits and assisting with holiday parties. If you are interested in any of these oppor-
tunities please contact Kaley at 701-787-7984 orklittlejohn@valleymemorial.org. 

 Valley Memorial Homes- 4000 Valley Square campus is looking for volunteers to help in the Café. The Café is a fun and enjoyable place to 

volunteer with lots of flexibility. One of the main duties would be assisting visitors, families and staff with the purchase of prepared meals. If 

you are interested in volunteering even one day a month in the Café, please contact Kaley at 701-787-7984.  Come check us out and see for 

yourself.  

tel:701-787-7984
mailto:klittlejohn@valleymemorial.org
tel:(701)%20787-7984
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BYGLAND LUTHERAN NEWS 
QUILTING AT BYGLAND 
July 5th & 12th at 9:00 AM 

August 2nd & 9th at 9:00 AM 

BOOK CLUB NEWS 
 Book club members will gather in 

Kathie's screen house on July 24 (7:00) 

to discuss WATERLAND (Graham Swift) 

and again on August 28 to discuss THE WEDDING DRESS 

(Rachel Hauck).  Call Ardis Maney (893-2612) if you have any 

questions.  New members are always welcome!! 

 

FISHER LUTHERAN 
 

Quilting: July 24th & 25th at 9:00 AM  

Bible Study: July 19th & August 16th at 9:00 AM  

Missing water hoses! 

If you removed the hoses from the west side of Bygland Church, 

please return them.  They are used for the flowers.  

Bygland Annual Picnic- 

August 9th at 6:00 PM  

Bring a dish to share 

 

Our Condolences  go out 

to the Family and Friends 

of Ozzy Moe.  His funeral 

was June, 7th  

in Bygland.  

Pathways Village August 16-20, 2017 at Camp Emmaus   
Pathways Village is a very relaxed time away for families and people with supervised activities for children and recreational choices 
in addition to opportunity for study and reflection.  In addition to key note speakers, a number of area leaders will offer sessions on a 
variety of topics:   focusing on nature, theology, practical spirituality and more.  Come for 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 days. 
Key Note Speakers 
During your time at Pathways Village, you will have an opportunity to share in a class that pertains to Theology and Bible, as well as 
Faith and Life. 
Rev. Jodi Houge 
Jodi Houge was raised by North Dakota potato growers.  Incidentally, she likes watching things grow.  In 2008, Jodi started Humble 
Walk Lutheran Church in a coffee shop and has been running to catch up with where this community leads her ever since.  Humble 
Walk is filled with people on the last train out of Christianity-who have decided to give it one more go.  Being the pastor of this new 
church plant provides stories of hope every single day.  Theme: Reforming Church (then and now) 
Rev. Dr. Lawrence R. Wohlrabe 
Bishop Larry of the Northwestern MN Synod will be joining Pathways Village August 19 and 20.  He will lead a conversation on 
Sunday about being a reforming church and reforming people. 
 Nate Houge: Music and Liturgy  
Nate is a singer/songwriter/cyclist/baker \liturgy writer whose jumping off point is St. Paul.  He sings at people and with people, 
sometimes on his own, sometimes with a band, far and wide. He has recorded several CD’s including Reform Follows Function and 
Mysterious Kung Fu Ninja and The Pink Princess of Pretty, Pretty Land I, a kids and family album. 
Registration/Cost 
To view housing options (including lower primitive tent and RV camping price), register for your  
Pathways Village experience or for more information, please visit the Pathways webpage at:  
PathwaysBibleCamps.org. 
Costs: Adult $50/night, Child (12 and under ) $40/night.  Full event family maximum $1,000.   
Each overnight stay includes programming and three meals with arrival early afternoon  
and extending through lunch the next day.  
$30 Commuter fee - 9:00 arrival, lunch and dinner included. 
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BYGLAND MINUTES 

Bygland Lutheran Church 
 
We are God's work in progress, with hearts lifted to God in trust and praise and with hands extended to serve in Jesus' 

name. 
Unofficial/Unapproved 

Council Meeting Minutes 
May 10, 2017 7:30pm 

 
Members present: Roger Moe, Marsha Ketring, Karen Ebertowski, Haley Thorson, Eric Egeland, Randy Moe, Pam 
Robertson, Alan Halvorson, Ronnie Thorson, Troy Pecka and Pastor Karen 
Members absent: Sheila Wurden  
Call to Order 
The council meeting was called to order by Council President Roger Moe at 7:30pm. Pastor Karen shared devotions re-
lated to music when she arrived. 
Secretary's Report 
Haley provided a copy of the May minutes.  
A motion to approve the secretary’s report as amended was made and seconded. All were in favor, motion carried. 
Treasurer's Report 
Randy provided a balance sheet for May. Randy shared that at midpoint in the year, he has not had to borrow any 
monies from savings.   
A motion to approve the treasurer’s report was made and seconded. All were in favor, motion carried.   
Pastor’s Report 
Pastor Karen provided a statistical report for May. There were no baptisms, weddings or new members. Barb Short’s 
funeral was held on May 18.   She reported that the Boundaries Training Workshop included useful information regard-
ing technology and the church.  
Old Business 
Church Maintenance 
Both Ronnie and Troy brought information to the group about bids/quotes received for the front door replacement 
project. The bid from Lumber Mart was $7100 and the bid from Valley Door was $400/door.  Troy pointed out that this 
quote was without paint but he shared that he could paint the doors. More details will be provided as they are availa-
ble.  
AED 
Holly Wavra wrote a grant to Halstad Telephone Company for the AED and they awarded BLC ½ the cost of the device. 
The AED has been installed in the entry at Bygland.  Haley will work with Holly on grant options for the remainder of 
the cost (Total cost was $1111.00.)  Thanks Holly! 
Vanco Payments 
Pastor Karen attended a session on this topic at Synod Assembly and reported that there would be fees associated with 
this technology and did not feel that the congregation would support this cost at this time.  
New Business 
Bygland Community Picnic 
The date for the picnic was set for August 9th, 6pm. Karen and the Family Fellowship Committee will work on details.  
Haley will contact the Sherriff’s Office and Pam will contact the Fire Department to recruit for activities.  
Next Meeting Date:   Joint Council  June 21st, 7:30pm (Fisher) 
                                     BLC Regular Council, July 12th, 7:30pm                              
Adjourn 
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made and seconded . All were in favor, the motion carried. 
The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
Submitted by Haley Thorson, BLC Council Secretary 
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Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish 

Pastor Karen Young Trenne 

209 2nd St. S.    P.O. Box 127    Fisher, MN  56723 

Parish Office:  218-891-4632 Pastor Karen’s Cell:  701-610-3543 
 

Messenger Editor:  Jami Egeland office@fisherbygland.org 
www.fisherbygland.org 

 

Vacation bible school was a huge success this year.  A big 

thank you to everyone who was able to help us out,  

without all of you we wouldn’t be able to do this.   
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GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY 

September 9th, 2017 11:00 AM 

Fisher Lutheran Church  

 Please bring items for School and Personal Care Kits 

 Stay after church for a bite to eat 

 Help assemble Kits for Lutheran World Relief (LWR) and weather permitting, fall clean up 

around the church property . 

 

Following is a list of items; please consider donating any amount of any of these items. 

Purchasing all items for a complete kit is not necessary. 

 Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide or  

      college ruled paper, approximately 8”x10           

      1/2”; no loose leaf paper. 

 One 30 centimeter ruler, or a ruler with 

centimeters on one side and inched on 

the other. 

 One pencil sharpener (not battery  

      Operated.) 

 One pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors 

with embedded steal blades work well.) 

 Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

 Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel 

ink.) 

 One box 16 or 24 crayons 

 One 2 1/2” eraser 

 One light-weight bath-sized towel 

(between 20”x 40” and 27” x 52”), dark 

color recommended. 

 Two or three bath-sized bars of soap 

equaling 8 to 9 oz., and brand , in original 

wrapping. 

 One adult-size toothbrush in its original 

packaging (toothbrush  multi-packs may 

be used by sealing an individual tooth-

brush in a business-size envelope: not 

plastic bags or wrap.) 

 One metal nail clippers (attached file op-

tional), remove packaging. 

 One sturdy comb, remove packaging (no 

fine-toothed combs or picks, See photo.) 

 
 


