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﻿Newsletter for the Fisher/Bygland Lutheran Parish ~ April 2026
From the Pastor’s desk...



12 Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience. 13 Make allowance for each other’s faults,and forgive anyone who offends you. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must forgive others. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds us all together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as members of one body, you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful.16 Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts. 17 And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.   Colossians 3:12-17
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
“What I’ll be doing next…” Honestly, Kirby and I do not yet know all the particulars of what is on the horizon. More than likely we will move to a new state — Nebraska or Montana are the leading possibilities. We are trusting God to show us the way, His way. We need to get quiet and listen for the promptings of the Holy Spirit. One reason I chose this date to resign my call as your parish pastor is to allow God the space to make His will clear. I will have 30 days of continued health coverage after my resignation on April 11, 2026. We would be so grateful for prayers — for clarity, for timeliness, and for courage to act when God opens the next door. We feel your prayers; we treasure them. You are a gift to both of us.

Undoubtedly Kirby and I will once again immerse ourselves in the next community we serve. Here in Fisher we found great fulfillment volunteering as First Responders. Our commitment to bringing a weekly 12‑Step meeting to the Crookston Jail has also been life-giving — a means of hope and a new way of life for inmates. Recently Kirby applied for a Thrivent Action Team we used to buy postage and greeting cards for inmates to send to loved ones this Easter season; they were thrilled to connect with those outside the jail walls. Ultimately, our next steps flow from our commitment to place God first and to listen for the promptings of the Holy Spirit.

“What I learned here that I’ll take with me…” We will assuredly carry the memories of blessed moments and faith-filled encounters: Sunday worship services, births, baptisms, weddings, home communion visits, confirmation, 5th graders, and especially funerals. How I have treasured caring for families who have sent loved ones to the Church Triumphant.
These past four-plus years taught me valuable life and ministerial lessons, many of them hands-on. Rural ministry often requires the pastor to assume much of the administration and behind-the-scenes work that larger congregations share among staff.

I will forever embrace the memories of you caring for me when I was ill. I have never before felt so powerless over people, places, and things — and yet I survived. The root cause of that powerlessness was Lyme disease. Gratefully, I do not suffer long-term side effects. I am deeply humbled by the many ways you held me throughout my healing journey. Thank you.

As a spiritual discipline, I practice the Third Step of Alcoholics Anonymous on a regular basis: “Made a decision to turn our will and our lives over to the care of God as we understood Him.” Step Three is a daily, conscious surrender of control, a trusting move toward the higher power who holds us. The first two steps point us there: honest admission of our needs and belief in something greater than ourselves. Let go, let God. I can’t; God can — so I will let Him.

You taught me to be comfortable in the silence. Silence is not always pleasant, but it can be remarkably beneficial. In that silence I practiced acceptance, offered forgiveness, and received it. I have forgiven it all. If some of you have not forgiven me, that saddens my heart — but I will leave that memory behind when we move. There is no need to replay a story of hurt. We are all broken. Living amends, when they are possible, have been life-giving for me. Sometimes they are the only way forward.

You have taught me about hard-working farmers and families who love the land God created. You are disciplined — some more than others — and you aspire to follow God. We share the same desire: to love and be loved by God, by ourselves, and by one another. We are not that different. God, through Jesus Christ, is our salvation. Seek God first above all. My husband often reminds me: we work for God. We answer to God, and He knows all. As we are honest with God, honesty becomes a practical part of our daily lives. It works — it really does.

One of my greatest joys has been welcoming new members. The interest and enthusiasm they bring is contagious. Whether transfers, converts from another denomination, or new to the Lutheran Church, they are a pure gift.
Thank you for the privilege of walking with you this season. Thank you for your prayers, your patience, your stories, your labor, and your love. Pray for us as we pray for you. 

May the Lord who began a good work in this community continue to shape, sustain, and send you into the world — to serve the neighbor, steward the land, and worship the Creator.

With deep gratitude and abiding hope,
Pastor Gretchen


Introducing Our New Parish Secretary

Hi members of Fisher Bygland Parish! My name is Hayley Childress, and I am so thrilled to be your new Parish Secretary. I wanted to share a little bit about myself as a get-to-know-me introduction.

I was born in Alabama, and my grandfather was a pastor, so we moved quite a bit growing up. I spent most of my life between New York and Texas, so if you ask me, I’ll usually say I’m from one of those two places. I have been involved in church my whole life, serving as a team leader at VBS, helping build sets, counseling at both youth and kids’ camps, attending women’s retreats, and volunteering in outreach opportunities. I have always loved church and all church-related events.

I moved to North Dakota to attend UND about seven years ago, and during that time I built a life here and decided this is where I want to stay long-term. My fiancé, Seth, and I bought a house in Fisher this past August. Seth is from the area, and his family all lives within a couple of hours of Grand Forks, so we ultimately decided this was the perfect place to call home.

I currently work full-time as a manager at The Staybridge Suites in Grand Forks, and I truly enjoy what I do. You’ll usually find me at the front desk visiting with guests or in my office taking care of behind-the-scenes work. I love talking with people and consider myself a “people person”, though I’ll let you all be the judge of that! I believe my experience in management will help me serve well in this role as your secretary.

I have three siblings. My two younger sisters live with my mom in Houston, Texas, and my older brother lives here. He is the closest family member I have nearby, and I’m very thankful for that, at least most of the time!

Much of my faith comes from my grandfather, who was the best person I have ever known. We lost him in November, and it was the hardest thing I have ever gone through. I strive every day to love others and be a faithful servant of the Lord, just as he was.

I am excited for this opportunity—not only because I know I will enjoy the work, but because being part of a church community is something I have never lived without. I look forward to meeting and getting to know each and every one of you, and I am so honored to serve as your new Parish Secretary.

Feed My Starving Children

Minnkota Power Cooperative 
5301 32nd Ave. South Grand Forks, ND 58201
     April 24, 2026, 5:45 PM – 8:00 PM Bygland Lutheran
     April 25, 2026, 11:45 AM – 2:00 PM Fisher Lutheran

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN MISSION
As a Christian nonprofit organization, Feed My Starving Children is called to 
feed God’s starving children hungry in body and spirit.
You will hear us say this again: “We want to reach everyone, until ALL are fed.” We truly mean this. This means reaching the hard-to-reach people and places, the “least of these.”
They will be found, and they will be fed.
With God’s help we will work together with organizations and ministries across the globe to end hunger.

DONATIONS
If you would like to donate, please make a check out to 
Fisher or Bygland Lutheran Church and make a notation on the memo line.
Donations are accepted until April 20, 2026.


PARTICIPATION
Fisher Lutheran Members - If you’d like to participate
a sign-up list is available at Fisher Lutheran until April 8, 2026, or call 218-891-4632 
to leave a message including your name and email.
Bygland Lutheran Members – Please contact Holly Wavra at 218-779-1139
If attending, please consider bringing a non-perishable  
food item to support the hungry at home program.

[image: DTS Annual Service Project - Dallas Theological Seminary]The minimum age for volunteering is 5 years old.
We recommend that groups of youth be third grade or older.
We require the following adult to child ratios for school and church groups:
Grades K-2: 1 student to 1 adult 
Grades 3-6: 3 students to 1 adult 
Grades 7-12: 4 students to 1 adult



1st Communion 2026



Congratulations Parents of a 5th grader! It is time for your young person to begin preparations to receive Holy Communion on Maundy Thursday Worship on April 2nd at 7p.m. at
Bygland Lutheran Church.

Attendance with a parent, or another family member at our last session is required:

*Wednesday April 1st at 5:00 p.m. BLC
Bread baking. Skit & worship rehearsal.

Individual, family and class pictures will be taken prior to Maundy Thursday Worship
at BLC at 6:15 p.m. Please have your 5th grader dress according to their role in the 
reenactment of the Gospel of John 13.

Help your 5th grader to contact their Baptismal Sponsors.
Have your 5th grader ask their Sponsors what memories they recall of their Baptismal Day.
Be sure to invite Sponsors to the Maundy Thursday Worship service on 
April 2nd at 7 p.m. at Bygland Lutheran Church.
[image: Chalice and bread Vector Images & Graphics for Commercial Use | VectorStock]
Thank you for walking beside your blessed 5th grader, 
as they prepare to receive the bread and the wine, 
in remembrance of what Christ did for us. Sacrifice. 

Let’s do this! Pastor Gretchen Questions: Just ask.  812-639-7816 

We have the honor to have four 5th graders who have completed the steps to participate in their first communion;
· Jackson Arnold (BLC)
· Weston Holweger (BLC)Holy Week Schedule
Wed., April 2 – Lent Week 2
5:00 PM Breadmaking with 1st Communion Class at FLC
Thurs., April 2 - Maundy Thursday Worship
  7:00 PM Lenten Worship at Bygland
                 First Communion for 5th Graders
Fri., April 3 – Good Friday
  7:00 PM Worship at Fisher
Sun., April 5 - EASTER SUNDAY
  7:00 AM Worship at Bygland
  8:00 AM Lenten Pancake Breakfast at Bygland
10:00 AM  Worship at Fisher


· Avery Kahl (BLC)
· Harley Moulds (FLC)Important Dates:
Adopt A Highway Cleanup
· at Byland Luteran Church
· Saturday, April 25th at 10:00 AM (Weather Dependent)
Last Day of Sunday School
· Sunday April 26th (Fisher and Bygland)
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OUR MISSION
Mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.
OUR PURPOSE
[image: Spring 2026: “I AM: God’s holy name and promise,” a three-part Bible study by the Rev. Hannah Hawkinson]“As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.”FISHER LUTHERAN WELCA
SPRING 2026
BIBLE STUDY
“I AM: God’s Holy Name and Promise”
A three-part Bible study by the Rev. Hannah Hawkinson

Session Two
Gate and shepherd: Guiding and protecting us (John 10)
April 15, 2026 @ 9:00 AM



Session two builds on the theme of God’s abiding love as we explore another dimension of I AM, God’s holy name and promise: God’s guidance and protection. Guidance and protection are the major themes of the famous “Good Shepherd” discourse in John 10, in which Jesus declares that he is both the good shepherd and the gate for the sheep. Our God who abides with us is also a God who moves with us—who knows us, protects us and leads us through the ups and downs of life.
[image: Boldcafe dinner invite]FISHER LUTHERAN QUILTING
Volunteer to Quilt for Kids and Families in Need
Often, when natural disasters strike or war drives families from their homes, our hearts ache with compassion but we don’t know how to help. If you’ve wondered how to volunteer to quilt for charity, look no further. Making Lutheran World Relief Mission Quilts is a tangible way to express love to our neighbors in need. Quilts can be used as warm bedding, simple tents or floor coverings. Each one reflects God's loving presence in a world rife with suffering.
Join us April 6th & 7th and again April 20th & 21st 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Fisher Lutheran also provides quilts to various local organizations in need.

Café (http://boldcafe.org), an on-line magazine, shares stories written by bold young adult women & friends who write about faith, relationships, advocacy and more.
Join us for community via Zoom at our next Boldcafe Monthly Dinner. Our host, Saint Browder will lead our discussion about fascism and faith. Granddaughters, daughters, nieces, etc. are encouraged to join! Register and share the invitation at https://boldcafe.org/dinner.  

Join us for the next Boldcafe Monthly Dinner, April 16th at 7 pm. 


[image: ][image: ]Fisher Bygland Parish
We are affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and a member of the Northwestern Minnesota Synod. We are a two-point parish, serving the members of Fisher and Bygland 
Bygland Lutheran Church 
40976 235th St. SW
Fisher, MN  56723
218893-4243
Mission 
“We are God’s work in progress, with hearts lifted to God in trust and praise and with hands extended to serve in Jesus’ name.”

Fisher Lutheran Church
209 2nd St. S.
Fisher, MN  56723
218-891-4632
Mission 
As children of God, we invite all people to journey with us as we worship, grow in faith and serve in Jesus’ name.
Location

Email
office@fisherbygland.org
pastor@fisherbygland.org

Worship Services
9:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
Fisher and Bygland have alternating times each week.
Please view the calendar for worship times.
Services streamed online via Facebook
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Open House Bridal Shower Honoring

GINA KASOWSKI

SUNDAY, APRIL 19TH, 2026
2:00 - 3:30 pm
Fisher Lutheran Church
209 2nd St. S., Fisher MN 56723

Registered at Zola and Target

To make the bride's journey home a bit lighter, gifts
¢ sent directly to her residence. Kindly bring a phogo or
{ mall note describing your gift to share so we can alll
L delight in your thoughtful selection! 4
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