
  
 

Dear Members of Fisher Lutheran Church and Bygland Lutheran Church, 
The Fisher and Bygland Lutheran Church Councils would like to share an important update 
regarding pastoral ministry within our parish. 
, the councils have made After careful discussion and consideration of the financial needs 
of both congregations the decision to conclude Pastor Rohde’s interim contract. This 
decision was made as we explore a part-time clergy model that will allow us to continue 
providing meaningful pastoral ministry while being fiscally responsible and mindful of the 
resources of both congregations. 
We are grateful to Pastor Rohde for his faithful service and leadership during this time of 
transition. He has served our parish well, and we sincerely appreciate the time, care, and 
ministry he has shared with Fisher and Bygland. Pastor Rohde’s final Sunday with was 
September 20, 2026.  We wish him God’s blessings as he concludes his ministry among us. 
As we begin this next chapter together, the councils have made arrangements to share the 
pastoral responsibilities of our parish between Pastor Mike Ozaki and Janine Krueger, Synod 
Authorized Minister. We are thankful for their willingness to serve our congregations and 
look forward to the gifts each will bring to our shared ministry. 
Following September 20, 2026: 

 Janina Krueger will lead worship at Fisher and Bygland on the first Sunday of each 
month. She will also oƯiciate at funerals, memorial services, and celebrations of life. 

 Ms. Krueger will provide pastoral care as requested by Fisher Lutheran Church and/or 
Bygland Lutheran Church. This may include hospital visits, homebound visits, care 
facility visits, emergency or crisis pastoral care, and other pastoral visits as requested 
by the parish. 

 Pastor Mike Ozaki will lead worship services on the remaining Sundays of each 
month, providing continued pastoral leadership for our congregations.  He will also 
guide our confirmation ministry, meeting with our youth on scheduled Sunday 
afternoons from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m. as they continue to grow in faith and prepare for 
confirmation. 

We recognize that pastoral transitions bring change and adjustment. The councils are 
committed to working together to provide continuity in worship, confirmation ministry, 
pastoral care, and the other ministry needs of our congregations. 
We ask for your prayers and support for Pastor Rohde as he concludes his ministry with us, 
for Pastor Ozaki and Janina Krueger as they begin serving our parish in these new roles, and 
for the members and leaders of both Fisher and Bygland as we continue discerning the 
future of our shared ministry. 
Thank you for your continued faithfulness and commitment to the ministry of the 
Fisher/Bygland Lutheran Parish. May God continue to guide us as we move forward together 
in faith. 
Together in faith, 
Fisher Lutheran Church Council 
Bygland Lutheran Church Council 
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Fisher Bygland Parish 

We are aƯiliated with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) and 
a member of the Northwestern 
Minnesota Synod. We are a two-point 
parish, serving the members of Fisher 
and Bygland  

Bygland Lutheran Church  
40976 235th St. SW 
Fisher, MN  56723 
218893-4243 
Mission  
“We are God’s work in progress, with 
hearts lifted to God in trust and praise 
and with hands extended to serve in 
Jesus’ name.” 
 
Fisher Lutheran Church 
209 2nd St. S. 
Fisher, MN  56723 
218-891-4632 
Mission  
As children of God, we invite all people 
to journey with us as we worship, grow in 
faith and serve in Jesus’ name. 
 
Email 
oƯice@fisherbygland.org 
pastor@fisherbygland.org 
 
Worship Services 
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM  
Fisher and Bygland have alternating 
times each week. 
Please view the calendar for worship 
times & locations! 

Fisher services streamed online via 
Facebook 


