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Newsletter for the Fisher Bygland Lutheran Parish Lutheran Parish     
            February,  2020  

From the Pastor’s desk... THE MESSENGER 
Membership 

“For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members 

have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 

and individually we are members one of another.” Romans 12:4-5 

Membership is important. Christ has claimed us in baptism and made us members of 

his body. We belong to Christ and to one another. You cannot be a Christian without  

being a member of a church. Belief in Jesus, gathering to worship and share in the  

sacraments, serving as Christ served, and inviting others into the body of Christ are all 

essential to being a Christian. None are optional according to the scriptures. 

According to our congregations’ constitutions, both the old and recently updated ones, 

membership happens at baptism or the transfer from another congregation. Active 

membership is defined as worshipping and giving a contribution of record at least once 

per year. If you are reading this newsletter you probably are an active member. If you 

have adult children who still consider themselves members of your congregation, you 

might want to encourage them to make sure their records are up to date. We don’t 

have addresses or contact information for many. Many have not given offering in at 

least a year. 

I have been asked recently about work groups. There are people from both  

congregations who have asked to not be put on a work group. I have explained that 

every member is on a work group, participation is expected, but not required. Please 

prayerfully consider how you can serve with your work group. You may find unexpected 

joy in your service. 

Membership is a commitment and a joy. Being part of the body of Christ means that we 

are joined together with Jesus and his church in this life and granted a place at his    

banquet in the life to come. It means that we sacrifice our time, talents, and              

possessions for the sake of the  gospel. It means we are blessed beyond measure in the 

giving of ourselves to Christ.  

Council Minutes – Minutes of the council meetings 

that have been approved are printed and available 

in the narthex of each congregation.  
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FISHER NEWS 

Feb. 10th & 11th: 9:00 AM Quilting 

Feb. 19th: 9:00 AM Bible Study  

(Session 2: “Disciples of Christ”) 

Feb. 24th & 25th: 9:00 AM Quilting  

Fisher Lutheran Direct Deposit Offerings 

 

 

Name_____________________________________________________ 

 

Account type_______________  

 

Amount Given___________________________  

 

How often (0nce or twice a month) __________________ 

 

Day of the month: 1st _______ 15th _______ 

 

Routing Number____________________________________ 

 

Account Number____________________________________ 

 

This document will be shredded to keep your information private.  

————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
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PARISH NEWS 

As part of our Constitution and to keep you an active member we need 

to have record of you giving at least once per year. There are a lot of 

you who put cash in the offering plate, but we can’t track who gave it. 

Could everyone please put their cash offerings in an envelope with 

your name on it so we can keep better track of your offerings.  

Thank you!!  

Senior High (9th-12th grade) Gathering, February 22– 23 

Luther Crest Bible Camp [8231 County Road 11 NE, Alexandria MN 56308] 
The LYO Board invites youth and adult leaders to the 2020 Senior High School Youth Gathering; Heard.  ELCA Bishop  

Elizabeth Eaton has said that young people are not only the church of tomorrow, but also the church of today.  Our 

young people’s voices matter and need to be heard!   

Our keynote speaker is Savanna Sullivan.  Savanna is the Program Director for Young Adults in the ELCA.  Savanna was 

a speaker at the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, if you would like to hear her speech, you can check it out on 

YouTube, “Day 5 Mass Gathering - Savanna Sullivan | ELCA Youth Gathering.”   

Night Life: This year for Night Life we will start with a Talent Show, then Open Gym, a movie, and other fun stuff as 

well!    

Schedule of events: Registration is 10:00-11:30, Saturday.  The gathering will conclude at approximately 3:00 pm  

Sunday, following the closing worship service.  

 Sample of what to bring    

Clothes   

Money for offering 

In-kind offering (Chapstick and protein bars/high energy snacks)  

Linens (bedding/sleeping bag, pillow, towel/wash cloth) 

Pajamas  

Toiletries  

Offering: In keeping with the theme "Heard", the LYO Board wants to support agencies in our Synod that care for 

those whose voices are often not "heard".   The money offering will be split between the Lakes Crisis Center 

(www.lakescrisis.com), Someplace Safe (www.someplacesafe.info), and Support Within Reach 

(www.supportwithinreach.org).  An “in-kind” offering of Chapstick and protein bars/high energy snacks (like 

trail mix), two things that Crisis Centers need to give to their clients, will also be received.  

Cost: $155/ per person, non-refundable. Youth Group funds are available to help cover the costs.  

Registration: due Sunday February 9. Contact Fisher Lutheran, office@fisherlutheran.org or 218-891-4632, for  
registration forms.  
Chaperones are needed!  

Come discover how important all voices are, and that young people are not just the church of tomorrow, but the 

church of today. Come to “Heard”!  

http://www.someplacesafe.info
mailto:office@fisherlutheran.org
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Resettlement Policy: Create a welcoming society, 

not more barriers, for refugees 
 

by Catholic and Lutheran Bishops of Minnesota  

December 23, 2019 

 

"I was a stranger and you welcomed me." 
MATTHEW 25 

In this holy season, as we prepare to welcome friends and family into our homes, we are given new 
reason to reflect on our calling to welcome the stranger. Specifically, what is our calling to welcome 
immigrants and refugees? 
The question has taken on new urgency this year as a result of Executive Order 13888, issued on 
Sept. 26. The order requires consent from state and local governments for federal resettlement of 
refugees in their area. Consent must be given within 90 days - by Dec. 25. 
 
The new order seems to unnecessarily politicize what has been a humanitarian program rooted in 
our nation's long history of resettling families fleeing from life-threatening dangers. We are also 
troubled by the decision to set a limit of 18,000 refugees in 2020, the lowest number in 40 years. 
 
We are saddened that as Christians prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ - who himself  
experienced life as a refugee when his family fled to Egypt - our nation may be creating even more 
hardships for vulnerable refugee families. We, the Lutheran and Catholic bishops of Minnesota,  
invite our members, our political leaders and all of goodwill to prayerfully consider the following 
reflections. 
 
In our traditions, Advent is a time to prepare for the coming of Jesus both at Christmas and at the 
end of time. But it also challenges us to welcome him when he comes to us in other ways,  
particularly through the people we encounter every day. Every human person is created in the image 
and likeness of God and therefore imbued with a sacred dignity we must respect and protect. This is 
especially true when it comes to the poor and vulnerable. 
 
We acknowledge that resettlement can bring new challenges for our communities. 
 
That uneasiness is real. 
 
Yet, the world is experiencing the largest displacement of persons in human history. Our nation's 
refugee policy is one way to demonstrate our values by following a common moral exhortation in 
the Bible: to welcome the stranger in our midst. 
 
We fear the executive order will create further hardship for refugees by delaying the resolution of 
their cases, dividing extended families and placing additional strains on the resettlement system. 
While we support local engagement, refugee resettlement agencies are already working closely with 
state and local officials as well as community stakeholders to facilitate this process, and we foresee 
a host of practical problems that would arise if states and municipalities were given a veto over  
refugee resettlement. 
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To our elected officials: We thank Gov. Tim Walz for expressing his support of resettlement,  
indicating that "the inn is not full in Minnesota," and we ask our mayors and county elected officials 
to also publicly express support for refugee resettlement. The assistance we offer refugees is repaid 
through the talents they share and their economic participation in the life of our communities. Rather 
than posing a threat to our values or our way of life, most refugees seek to build a better life and  
contribute to the vibrancy of their new homeland. We ask that you become their advocates, too. 
 
To those who support refugee resettlement: Please don't demonize those who are opposed. We need 
to build bridges of dialogue instead of walls of resentment. 
 
To our congregations and those of goodwill: Pray for refugees and voice your support for them to our 
elected leaders. Reflect on ways you or your church congregation can assist them and other  
newcomers and how we can together address the fears and misconceptions that are all too common in 
these situations. 
 
To those who are challenged by the influx of refugees: We invite you to seek to encounter them, learn 
their stories and work to see them as God sees them - as sons and daughters. 
 
In sum, the reduced cap on the number of refugees as well as the executive order lack the mercy, 
compassion and justice that are not only called for by the Gospel but that also should be expected 
from a strong and historically diverse nation. Although we feel Executive Order 13888 should be  
rescinded, the fact remains that the 90-day deadline stipulated in the executive order is Dec. 25 - 
Christmas. Although the impact will not take effect until several months into 2020, it is urgent that 
our community and elected officials respond right away. 
We can and must do better to create a welcoming society for those most in need. 
 
This article was submitted on behalf of bishops of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America: 
Thomas Aitken, bishop, Northeastern Minnesota Synod; Jon V. Anderson, bishop, Southwestern  
Minnesota Synod; Regina M. Hassalany, bishop, Southeastern Minnesota Synod; Patricia Lull,  
bishop, Saint Paul Area Synod; Ann Svennungsen, bishop, Minneapolis Area Synod; William T. 
Tesch, bishop, Northwestern Minnesota Synod. Also submitted on behalf of leaders of the Roman 
Catholic Church: Bernard A. Hebda, archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis; Michael J. 
Hoeppner, bishop of Crookston; Donald J. Kettler, bishop of Saint Cloud; John M. LeVoir, bishop of 
New Ulm; John M. Quinn, bishop of Winona-Rochester, and Andrew H. Cozzens, auxiliary bishop of 
Saint Paul and Minneapolis. 

We would like to address a few specific groups directly regarding their duties related to this issue: 
 
To our refugee sisters and brothers: We stand with you as you start new lives in this country. You 
have escaped terrible situations of persecution and violence, leaving your homes and livelihoods to 
face an uncertain future. We know you are eager to live in safety with your families, find  
employment and become integral, contributing members of your local communities. We pledge our 
support, promise to be your advocates and trust that we will be mutually enriched as we come to 
know each other's culture and experiences. We ask you to be patient with those for whom your  
presence presents a challenge. 
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WHERE THE ELCA IS AT WORK  
BELOW IS THE LIST OF PLACES IN WHICH WE SERVE. 

ARGENTINA CAMBODIA THE GAMBIA JAMAICA MOZAMBIQUE SENEGAL THAILAND 

AUSTRALIA CAMEROON GERMANY JERUSALEM MYANMAR SERBIA UGANDA 

BANGLADESH CHILE GHANA JORDAN NAMIBIA SIERRA LEONE UKRAINE 

BELARUS CHINA GUATEMALA KENYA NEPAL SINGAPORE  

BOLIVIA COLOMBIA GUYANA LEBANON NICARAGUA SLOVAKIA URUGUAY 

 COSTA RICA HAITI LIBERIA NIGER SLOVENIA ZAMBIA 

BOTSWANA CUBA HONDURAS MACEDONIA NIGERIA SOUTH AFRICA ZIMBABWE 

BRAZIL CZECH REPUBLIC HONG KONG MADAGASCAR PAPUA NEW GUINEA SOUTH SUDAN   

BULGARIA DENMARK HUNGARY MALAWI PERU SURINAME   

BURKINA FASO EGYPT INDIA MALAYSIA PHILIPPINES SWEDEN   

BURUNDI EL SALVADOR INDONESIA MAURITANIA ROMANIA SWITZERLAND   
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Abundantly walking alongside 

“God doesn’t need money.  But God’s work needs money.”   I remember hearing these words five years ago from the Rev. 
Arden Strasser, a former missionary in Zambia. I was struck by the reality that, yes, God’s work does need money  to 
grow, be sustained and thrive. As  financial  giving  to global  mission continues to grow, I have had the privilege  of seeing 
God’s work in action grow around the world.                                                                                                                                         
In a  time  of  change  and  decline  in  church  membership and average attendance in the  ELCA,  it  has  been  inspiring to 
witness the abundance our congregations and members are choosing to live into. Last year we received more gifts  to 
ELCA Global Church    Sponsorship than ever before. Clearly, together we are answering God’s call to do more and be 
church for the sake of the world.                                                                                                                                                                 
As a “sent church,” we must continue  to  answer  God’s call to share in mutuality and interdependence with our global            
companions. We do this by sending missionaries, sending young adults to serve  through  the  Young  Adults in Global 
Mission  program,  receiving  International Women Leaders (IWL) scholars at our ELCA colleges and universities, and 
receiving invitations by our companions  to join them in their evangelism and outreach. All of this requires the          
generosity of our congregations and   members. And you have responded.                                                                                              
Thank you for  your  continued  prayers  and  financial support for God’s work around the  world.  Because  of  you we can 
continue to walk alongside our companions through missionary service; equip, empower and send young adults  in global 
mission to 10 country programs around the world; provide 27 full-tuition scholarships to young Lutheran women from 
the “global south” (Africa, Latin America and developing Asia) to attend  one  of  nine  partner- ELCA colleges or             
universities; and support evangelism in countries such as South Sudan, Malaysia and Costa Rica.                                                      
As we continue to walk alongside our siblings in Christ around the world, we will continue to offer our thanks and        
gratitude to you for making our shared ministry possible.                                                                                                                      

In God’s peace, 

DIRECTOR                                                                                                                                                                
ELCA GLOBAL CHURCH SPONSORSHIP 

Our God is a missionary God. The word "mission" was used  to describe the work of the Trinity in the world. That work, 
as we describe it in our accompaniment theology, is to restore community. For that purpose, God revealed  God’s self 
in Jesus Christ. In him we have seen the  “fullness  of God,” participating in the life full and  abundant  that  is  a sign of 
the kingdom. That mission continues in our days. 
This text from John’s Gospel has  been  used  to  emphasize the missionary  character  of  Jesus’  church.  We                
participate in being sent into the world proclaiming the good news of   the gospel. “As the Father has  sent  me  …  ”  
tells  us  about the manner in which we participate in this mission: in the  same way as Jesus did, that is, in servant   
service. However, this preposition points to the mission itself. We  participate   in Jesus’ project for life, for humankind. 
The mission has already been set for us. 
The ELCA Constitution describe ourselves as “called, gathered, and sent to proclaim God’s creative, redeeming, and 
sanctifying activity in the world.” In the Gospel 

 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

GLOBAL MISSION 

"As the Father has sent me, so I send you” (John 20:21). 
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GLOBAL MISSION OFFERING MONTH 
February is Global Mission Offering Month. Envelopes will be   

available at worship to support our missionaries, Anne and Willie 

Langdji, and the global mission efforts of the ELCA.  

ELCA missionaries have helped establish growing churches   
throughout the world. As a result, we are now part of a much larger 
story — a global community of more than 70 million Lutherans in 79 
countries. In this dynamic church, we walk with our sisters and  
brothers in Christ to share God’s love far and wide.  
Your generous gifts support this work to build up Christ’s church by 
sending  
missionaries and volunteers, training leaders, planting new churches 
and growing  
existing ones. Yet there are always new invitations and opportunities 
to spread the good news.   
 
Please join us in God’s amazing work. Help grow the Lutheran 
church around the world:  
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Giving Hearts Day is one of the most effective fundraising giving days in the country. It is 
held in a 24-hour period, but the charitable causes that participate work all year and the    
effects last even longer. 

This high energy incredibly impactful day makes space for charities to share their stories, 
connect with new and current contributors to make an even greater impact together! It is a 
gateway for people to connect to causes doing good work in areas they passionately care 
about. 

More than $71 million has been raised through 12 consecutive Giving Hearts Day events. 
It’s an amazing accomplishment by the participating charitable organizations. 

AMAZING  RESULTS 

In 2019, 477 nonprofits raised a collective $16.3 million from 67,765 donations by 30,675  
individual donors within 24 hours. 

With an outstanding average of 39% new givers to participating charities, this event, for 
many, has nearly priceless value, with returns far exceeding those of traditional fundraisers, 
such as galas and direct mail.   

Giving Hearts Day is more than just a day. It’s a time to flex the fundraising skills charities 
gain through Impact Institute training and coaching. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Save the date for Giving Hearts Day 2020: Thursday, February 13. It is co-hosted by Dakota 
Medical Foundation, Impact Foundation, and Alex Stern Family Foundation.  

For more information on criteria and participation for Giving Hearts Day 2020, please       
contact GHDInfo@DakMed.org. 

mailto:GHDInfo@DakMed.org
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Ash Wednesday 
 

Feb. 26th: Bygland Service  

6:00 PM Lenten Dinner  

6:30 PM Confirmation students gather 

7:00 PM Worship  


