
The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, 
since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all 
nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of 
the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for him and 
find him though indeed he is not far from each one of us.

Acts 17:24-28

How does God move in the world? What does that even look like? Does God move in big and bold 
-shaking like an 

ike a giant whale swimming 
through the ocean?

In the book of Genesis, we are told that at the beginning of creation, the Spirit of God moved over the 
waters of creation like a wind. In the second telling of creation, God is depicted as a creator who is 
among their creation, working with their hands in the dust and the clay. What does it mean for us to 
have a creator who gets their hands dirty, working intimately with and among their creation? How 
amazing!

movements are ones full of compassion and love, forgiveness and mercy. For the Gospel writers, 
s the cross, towards 

world through the great Advocate, the Holy Spirit.

And how does the Church move? Does the movement of the Church match the movements of God? 
Does the Church sometimes find itself at odds with, or at the very least struggling with the 

ement? What are some 

global scale? What about a national scale, or 
even just within the community of Fisher and 
Bygland Lutheran Churches?

I seem to have more questions than answers for 
this newsletter. But questions can lead to some 
great insight and maybe even some movement! If 
you have any answers, or what to wonder out 
loud with me about these things. Please always 
feel free to reach out.

Blessed be your work in the world,

-Pastor Nicholas



A. A three-part Bible study by the Rev. Sara Olson Smith

Session Two

This summer, Women of the ELCA participants are gathering in Des Moines, Iowa, under the theme 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Leymah Gbowee spoke in 2017, she invited WELCA participants to reclaim space for women and 
girls to lead and love in bold ways. This three-part Bible study helps us to define who we are, what we can be, and what we do 
in the world, in light of our God-given giftedness, identities and relationships.

Session Two: 
Esther is not just a queen, but a niece, as well as part of an oppressed community of faith. Ruth is so much more than just a widow. 
Mary Magdalene has more identities than can fit within the allowed word count of this paragraph. So do you!






